SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANT FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Q: What is a scholarship?

A: A scholarship is a gift, money that you do not have to pay back. This is available to qualifying
applicants. A scholarship is not a loan, you ARE NOT borrowing this money.

Q: Who can apply for a scholarship and what type of school do | need to attend to use the
scholarship?

A: Please carefully review the eligibility criteria document. This outlines who can apply and
what type of school the scholarship can be used for.

Q: Can | receive the scholarship more than one time?

A: In most cases, yes! Please review the eligibility criteria document that outlines how many
times a student can receive each scholarship award.

Q: What if my plans change and | want to use the money from the scholarship at a different
time?

A: Scholarships can only be used during the academic year in which you applied. Annual
applications are submitted in the Spring or Summer prior to the start of a new school year.
Scholarship funds can be used for the Fall, Winter, Spring and Summer terms following the
acceptance of your application. We will not hold your scholarship for future years.

Q: How do | apply for the scholarship?

A: Visit www.desertscholarship.org and select the program you wish to apply for. Step-by-step
details and helpful hints provided in this document.

Q: When do applications open and close?

A: Applications submission dates are displayed on the Apply Now page of each scholarship
program.

Q: What information is required in the scholarship application?
A: Each student is required to submit:
e 2 |etters of recommendation from non-family members
e Your most recent school transcripts
e \Write a simple essay prompt
e Provide information about the school you plan to attend

e Nice ‘headshot’ style photo of yourself
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e Personal contact information and basic financial information to verify your eligibility,
connect with you personally and determine how much money you need for your
education.

Please remember, we are an independent scholarship management organization. We do not
share your personal information, finances or situation with your employer.

Q: How long does the application take to complete?

A: Most applicants spend 20 to 30 minutes completing the form. Additional time is required to
collect the required documents.

Q: When will | find out if | am accepted for a scholarship?

A: In the Spring to mid-summer, each applicant will be notified if their application has been
accepted or denied for a scholarship. If your application is accepted, you will be requested to
provide additional information in an online acceptance form. The acceptance form requests
details about the school you plan to attend. You are also required to provide a one-minute
thank you video and thank you letter.

Q: How does Desert Scholarship Foundation determine my scholarship award amount?

A: Awards are determined using a standard scoring rubric that scores letters of
recommendation, honors, awards, community service, work history, grade point average, a
student statement, financial need and type of school you are attending. The more information
you can provide on your application, the better.

Q: When will | find out how much money | am receiving for the scholarship?

A: Every year, at the end of August, Desert Scholarship Foundation determines the award
amount of each scholarship and notifies each student by email and US Mail.

Q: What if | decide to change schools?

A: Change happens! If you decide to attend a different school after you apply for the
scholarship, after you are accepted for a scholarship award or in the middle of the academic
year, please notify Desert Scholarship Foundation immediately. We want to help you make sure
your scholarship money follows you to your new school.

Q: | still have questions, is there someone | can talk to?

A: Yes! Blair Moss at Desert Scholarship Foundation is always available to help answer any
guestions you have and help you through the process of applying.

Blair Moss, Desert Scholarship Foundation
Phone/Text: 760-797-7484

Email: blair@desertscholarship.org
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HOW TO APPLY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP AND HELPFUL HINTS!
1. Gather necessary documents.

To apply, the following items will be required. You will not be able to move onto the next step
until each step is fully completed.

¢ Most Recent Copy of your Unofficial Transcripts
¢ A nice photograph of yourself, in portrait layout. Headshot preferred.
¢ Two Letters of Recommendation from Non-Family Members

e Essay Prompt: In at least 300 words or more, answer the prompt provided in the
application. The more detail, the better!

2. Begin your application.

Once you begin your application, you will provide your first name, last name, and email
address. If you are using Kaleidoscope for the first time, it will ask you to enter your email a
second time and create a password. If you have used the Kaleidoscope program for an
application in the past, please use the same email and password and “login”. After you’ve
provided your contact information and proceed to the next step, your account will be
created. If you applied in the past, please use the same login information as some of your
data will have been saved.

Welcome to Kaleidoscope.

You will receive an email welcoming you to Kaleidoscope, the platform that is hosting the
application. By using Kaleidoscope, you will be able to login to your account to work on your
application at your convenience. Kaleidoscope offers many other scholarship opportunities that
are open to the general public. We recommend surfing their site to find additional scholarships
that you may qualify for.

3. Saving your application.

To save your work on the application, simply complete a step and click “Next Step” to save the
information on the previous step. If at any time you need help with your application, select the
“Need Help?” link. If you exit an application in the middle of an incomplete step, the data on
that step will not be saved.

4. Jump around the application

After Step 1 is completed and you move onto Step 2, you can jump around the application by
using the menu items to the right of the screen. Simply click on a menu heading and the
application will go to that step. You are not able to use the arrow buttons at the bottom of the
screen to move to the next step is all the required information is not complete. Don’t get stuck
on one step. Simply use the right-hand menu and complete the information you have. Then
once you have gathered additional details, complete the steps you are still required to fill-out.

Additional tips when filling out the application.

e Enter the most accurate information you have. The more details you can provide, the
better we are able to review and score your application.
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e Please use an email address you use often. We will be communicating with you
throughout the year, providing updates on your application’s progress.

¢ When entering your Institution, please type the formal name of the school. Many
options are listed, please ensure the option you choose is the correct school.

¢ If you have not selected the school you will be attending in the Fall, use the school most
desired.

o If the employee does not have an email address, please use the applicant’s email
address.

e If at any time you need help with your application, select the “Need Help?” link.
5. Submitting your application.

Once you have completed all the steps, you will submit your general application. This will allow
you to view all the other scholarships you qualify for.

Additional resources.

Fast Web’s Quick Reference Guide to Evaluating Financial Aid Award Letters will help you
better understand your Financial Aid Award Letter, financial aid terminology, the different costs
associated with going to college and provide other resources and questions to help you make
informed decisions about your education.

DESERT SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION

Home Office Branch Office
44801 VILLAGE COURT, SUITE 201 13601 W. McMILLAN ROAD, SUITE 102-305
PALM DESERT, CA 92260 BOISE, ID 83713

760-797-7484 ¢ WWW .DESERTSCHOLARSHIP.ORG e EIN 81-2886019

DSF Application FAQs Page 4 of 4


https://finaid.org/

